
  

  

                                              

       
   

      Conservation Corner 
 

4/22/16-Trash Bash downtown 

Des Moines, all day event 

4/24/16-5/1/16-Soil and Water 

Stewardship Week 

4/30/16-Tree planting @ Easter 

Lake 

5/12/16-Children’s water festival 

@ DMACC in Ankeny, all day 

event. 

5/13/16-Dog Movie Night @ 

Easter Lake Park 7:00 p.m. 

6/4/16-Big Creek appreciation day 

@ Big Creek Lake beach area from 

10 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. 

7/13/16-Cover crop field day in 

Fourmile Creek Watershed at 5 

p.m.-8 p.m. 

 

*Contact our office to learn more about any 

of the above events. “Like” our Facebook 

pages to receive event notifications and 

reminders. 
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Upcoming Events: Innovative Solutions 
The Easter Lake watershed project is continuing to work with homeowners throughout 

the watershed to help improve water quality. In most cases both the homeowner and 

the lake receive tremendous benefits from the work being 

done. This was the case for a recent project completed 

with an Easter Lake homeowner.  

A problem arose when the residents noticed a 2-3 foot 

deep gully forming through their backyard. This was due 

to an outlet, draining 46 acres, pumping stormwater right 

onto their property. Major erosion was occurring because 

of this, carrying tons of sediment directly into Easter 

Lake.  

Project coordinators visited the site and determined 

something must be done to stop this sediment from 

entering the lake and create a safe, useable yard for the 

homeowner. Working with the homeowners and the City 

of Des Moines, they secured funding and decided upon a viable solution.   

In order to control the water during heavy flows and eliminate constant surface water, a 

tile was placed in the trench. Rocks and dirt were placed over the tile and the ground 

was re-shaped to create a more gentle slope. Flexamat was then installed along the 

length of the yard. Flexamat is a matting composed of concrete blocks attached to a 

high strength geogrid. There is spacing between the concrete blocks allowing 

vegetation to come through.  

The entire area will be seeded to grass this Spring. Once established, the area will look 

like a typical yard with little evidence of the work that was done.  

The gully prior to work being 

done 

The area after tile installation and 

reshaping 

Flexamat installed along the 

length of the gully 

Did You Know? 

“Over a span of 7 years, 

Iowa farmers have in-

creased the amount of 

acres planted with cover 

crops by 4,625%!” 
*Source: USDA 



  

  

 

The Polk SWCD, on behalf of the Watershed Management Authorities 

(WMAs), recently received a three year Water Quality Initiative Grant. 

Focus will be on implementing practices identified in the Nutrient 

Reduction Strategy in the rural areas of Walnut Creek, Fourmile Creek, 

and Mud/Camp/Spring Creek Watersheds in Central Iowa. 

Implementation will be based on the watershed management plans 

developed for each area. Within these watershed plans, priority areas 

have been identified and will 

be used to determine practice 

implementation sites. Once 

installed, these projects will 

serve as demonstration sites used to showcase agricultural conservation 

practices and form a collaborative water quality improvement effort 

throughout the watersheds. The project will include education and outreach 

components to help bridge the gap between the rural and urban 

communities and raise awareness of water quality efforts.  

 

Contact Information 

1513 N. Ankeny Blvd. STE 3 

Ankeny, IA 50023 

Phone: (515) 964-1883 ext. 3 

E-mail: info@polk-swcd.org 

 

Water Quality Funding 

polk-swcd.org rainscapingiowa.org 
Like our Facebook page @ Polk 

Soil and Water Conservation 
District—IA. 

bigcreeklake.org easterlake.org 
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Meet the Coordinator  

Amanda Brown graduated 

from ISU with a B.S. in 

Environmental Science and 

Animal Ecology. She started 

with the district in April 2015 

as the summer intern. 

The Iowa State University Extension presented the Polk 

SWCD with an award of appreciation in honor of Extension 

and Outreach Week.. The award was in recognition of the 

districts support of the Polk County 4-H program.  

Every year the district holds an awards ceremony during the 

Polk County Fair. During this ceremony landowners and 

residents are recognized for their conservation efforts in the 

agricultural and urban areas. The district also awards a 

scholarship to a Polk county high school student pursuing 

higher education in the environmental field.  

Award of  Appreciation  

ISU Extension staff present commissioners and Polk 

SWCD staff with an award of appreciation.  

Soil and Water Stewardship Week 
The National Association of Conservation Districts is celebrating the 61st year of Soil and 

Water Stewardship Week April 24-May 1, 2016. Stewardship week is one of the world’s 

largest conservation related observances and promotes the need to care for our natural 

resources. The theme for this year is “We All Need Trees”. A multitude of important 

benefits are provided to us by trees such as clean air and water. Contact our office to learn 

more about trees native to Iowa and ways you can help conserve them! 


